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This theee pact Bulietln tzries an 20 yewrs of CIA
estimates of Soviet militory capabilitias revizws two
decaides of charges that since e early 15608 the CIA
bas Systamo. caily underssticaiezd Soviat miitary
soerding, technical capabibidies and wearoes ceploy-
ment. .

Tecay's Hrst instaliment, “The Security Blanxei

. That Failed,” explors: *=2 acope of tre Llunders as

seen by a numbar of 2oeris who have analyzed the

reports during bk Repabiican and Demoersic
Administrations. '

* By WILLIAN F. PARHAM
Rulletin Stast Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government has wasted
billiecrs of dellars ovar the past two decades on
iraccurate estimates and forecasts of Soviet military
spending and capabilitizs, according to present and
former {1.S. intelligence and Jefense efficials.

Fver since the Soviets enconcaged the U.S. in the late
1950s to over=stimate Soviet depleyment and accuracy
of intercontinental hailistic missiles (ICBMs) which led
to the famous ‘raissile gap”, U.S. Presicents and
Congresses have reacted arrns limits agreements with
the Soviets and have defarrained U.S. defense invest-
ments on the basis of inaccurate intelligence about what
the Soviets were spending on defense and whaal wesgons
they were planning to deploy, strategically as weil &3
tactically, The Bulletin haslearned.

The inaccurate inieiligence has been the subject of
often heated debate within the intelligence community
since the mid-1660s, with some critics claiming they .
were forced out of the CIA for queswoning the agency’s

figures. Recently, more ominous questions have been -

raised about pessitle explanations for the ecrors.

Was it simply the result of bureaucratic bungling or
stubborness on tre. part of these iavelved, some of the
critics ask. Or w28 it the resuli of Soviet deception
pessibly including “racies” or Soviet agents in high
positions in the U.S. governnen? 4

Whatever the cause, it ‘iz beginning to-dawn on
Capitol Hill and throughout the rew Administeation that
the money wasted cn the poor estimates may te cniy
the tip of a very unpleasani iceterg.

An even more significan: ceat of the U.S. intelligence
community’s persistently low estimates rmay be realized
in the hundreds of billtons ¢f dolars the U.5. may cecide
to spend during the 1%86s on extremely expensive crash
programs,. such as the MX rnissile, to prevent’ the
Soviets frem gaining an irreversible military advantage,

experts say. . - .
?’the ’c);ash catcn-up programs tau over the next
----------- tuet an Canitnl Hill the ultimate
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to be even further o« in rive years than it is now.

— The CIA was apparently caught unawares by the
introduction, refinement ordepioyment quanticy cr UsA-
ing of at least 18 major new Soviet weapons systms and
technolcgies. ' o

- Also, analysis of the annual Posture Statements of
the various Secretaries of Daiense against zubrequag?
developmentis shows the CTA was caught by msre mavld
or extensive development or deployment than it ad
expected of numerous systems and teclumiogies, nind-
ing: ’ T -

— A large deployment of Soviet medivm Somberd fn’
the late 1950s and early 1260s; e L oY

— A large deployment of medhm/indroedinta:
range ballistic missiles (/IRBMs) in the sama period;

— The deployment of & secand gentration of-sub-
launcked ballistic missiles (SLBM=), £3-N3s, on 3 feek

. of Yankee-class subs in the mid-158¢s; .

~ The deployment of miltipie indeperdently targeta-
ble reentry vshicle (MIRV) warheads in .C:‘*:.}Z::Ig
~_The development of a third sereration . Sayviet

\

intercontinental hallistic missiley (ICBM3), the S813,
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